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77 Avenue Louis Pasteur, Boston, MA 02115 | 617-432-8992 | theconfcenter.hms.harvard.edu

Research the possibilities...

Host your next event in the 
contemporary New Research 

Building at Harvard Medical School. 

• Distinctive conference center 
in a unique location

• Elegant Rotunda Room with 
views of the Boston skyline

• State of the art ampitheater 
with seating for up to 480

• Catering provided by 

Harvard
Medical
School

THE JOSEPH B. MARTIN Conference Center
AT HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL

Two Brattle Square  |  Cambridge, MA  |  617•497•4400  |  cambridgerealestate.com

CAMBRIDGE—A classic 19th-century Cambridge home re-imagined by renowned Icelandic architects and extensively renovated by S+H Construction in 2006, this 
one-of-a-kind property is full of exquisite details and achieves a fine balance between cool lines and warm materials. Granite, stainless steel, glass, and hardwoods 
frame dramatic public and intimate private spaces, while behind the beauty are state-of-the-art heating, cooling, lighting, and media systems that assure comfortable 
living.  With 5+ bedrooms, 3 full and 2 half baths, the home sits on a professionally landscaped lot in the desirable Avon Hill neighborhood. ....................$11,500,000

CAMBRIDGE—Spacious, two-family residence on 
pleasant street located between Porter Square and 
Davis Square. Visit 60OrchardStreet.com. Yard and 
parking.  ........................................................$1,825,000

WATERTOWN—This lovely, three-level townhouse  
has been beautifully renovated and maintained. 
Three bedrooms, bonus daylight basement, large 
yard, and parking. ....................................$675,000

BELMONT—Distinguished by its elegance, charm, 
and private setting. 11 rooms: 4 bedrooms, 3.5 
baths. Exquisite millwork. Chef ’s kitchen. Boston 
skyline views.  ........................................$1,475,000

ARLINGTON—Jason Heights. Located on a 
beautiful, tree-lined street. 8 rooms: 4 bedrooms, 
1.5 baths. Screened-in porch. Rich in period details. 
High ceilings.  ...................................................$869,000

CAMBRIDGE—Charming, light-filled Cambridge 
home in Professors’ Row neighborhood. 3+ 
bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 2 off-street parking spots, 
woodland-style yard.  ................................$2,195,000

CAMBRIDGE—Mid-Cambridge.  Spacious, renovated  
Greek Revival with 8 rooms: 4 bedrooms, 3.5 
bathrooms.  Central air, parking, deck, gardens.  
Near T.  ...........................................................$1,850,000
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Extracurriculars
Events on and off campus during July and August

S E A S O N A L
The Farmers’ Market at Harvard
www.dining.harvard.edu/food-literacy-
project/farmers-market-harvard
The market at the Science Center plaza 

offers fish, meats, produce, breads and 
pastries, herbs, pasta, chocolates, and 
cheeses—along with guest chefs and 
cooking demonstrations. (noon to 6 p.m.; 
Tuesdays through November 22)

M U S I C 
Harvard Summer Pops Band
www.hcs.harvard.edu/~hub/events/sum-
merband
The ensemble performs its popular annual 
concerts; program details appear online. 
(July 28 at 4 p.m. in Harvard Yard; July 31 at 
3 p.m. at the Hatch Shell in Boston)

The Harvard Summer School Chorus 
www.boxoffice.harvard.edu
The programs includes Pilgrim Psalms, by 
Ross Lee Finney, and the world premiere 

From left: Clark’s Point Light, New Bedford (1854), by William Bradford, at the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum; Anna Deavere Smith’s one-woman show Notes from the Field: Doing Time 
in Education, at the American Repertory Theater; and Extraordinary Playscapes, at the 
Boston Society of Architects
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Nina Alonso, Director, FPB
1798a Mass Ave

Cambridge, MA 02140  
617.491.5865

Ballet classes: age 3 - teen, 
adult and pointe.

Next program starts 7/5!
Summer & fall schedules at:
www.freshpondballet.com

Visit us on Facebook:
facebook.com/FreshPondBallet
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165 CHESTNUT STREET, BROOKLINE 
WWW.GODDARDHOUSE.ORG

LANCE CHAPMAN AT 617-731-8500 EXT. 105

COME FOR A VISIT. MEET OUR STAFF.  
EXPERIENCE THE COMMUNITY.

A Not-For-Profit Assisted Living Community
•	 Special	Memory	Support	
Neighborhood

•	 Daily	Fitness	and	Social	Events

•	 A	Warm,	Inclusive	Community

•	 Two	Acres	of	Secure	Gardens	
and	Walking	Paths

•	 Private	Studios	now	available

•	 *	Short	Term	Stays	Available
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COME FOR A VISIT.  MEET OUR STAFF. 
EXPERIENCE THE COMMUNITY.

A Not-For Profit 
Assisted Living Community

165 CHESTNUT STREET, BROOKLINE
WWW.GODDARDHOUSE.ORG
CALL LANCE CHAPMAN AT

617-731-8500 EXT. 105

Daily Fitness and Social Events
A Warm, Inclusive Community
Lecture Series/Visiting Professors
Two Acres of Secure Gardens  
and Walking Paths
Special Memory Care  
Neighborhood
1-BR & Studio Apts Available
*Short Term Stays Available
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of Rain Songs, by Memorial Church com-
poser-in-residence Carson Cooman.
Sanders Theatre. (July 29)

The 30th Annual Lowell Folk Festival
www.lowellfolkfestival.org
Three days of music with hundreds of per-
formers, including headliners King Sunny 
Adé & His African Beats, Natalie MacMas-
ter and Donnell Leahy, rockabilly artist Ja-
son D. Williams, and Deacon John Moore 
from New Orleans. (July 29-31)

Summer Gospel Festival
www.spirituallyfabulous.com/summer-
gospel-fest
A celebration of this musical tradition, from 
classic to contemporary artists, with food 
vendors and children’s activities.
Institute Park, Worcester, Mass. (August 6)

FILM
Harvard Film Archive
www.hcl.harvard.edu/hfa
A retrospective on filmmaker Theo Ange-
lopoulos highlights his poetic take on con-
temporary Greek life. Screenings include 

Ulysses’ Gaze, Landscape of the Mist, and The 
Traveling Players. (July 15-August 22)

The Complete Rouben Mamoulian looks 
at the Armenian American’s long Holly-
wood career through his classic films, such 
as Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Silk Stockings, and 
The Mark of Zorro. (Through August 30)

THEATER
American Repertory Theater
www.americanrepertorytheater.org
Created and performed by Anna Deavere 
Smith, BI ’92, Notes from the Field: Doing 
Time in Education explores the origins and 
consequences of the school-to-prison pipe-
line. (August 20-September 17)

N A T U R E  A N D  S C I E N C E 
The Arnold Arboretum
www.arboretum.harvard.edu
The arboretum (see page 37) offers weekend 
walking tours throughout the summer, along 
with family-focused outings (on July 16 and 
August 20), and an exhibit, New England 
Society of Botanical Artists: The Art of 
the Woody Plant. (July 8-September 11)

R E C R E A T I O N
Tree Canopy Walkway
www.ecotarium.org
Kids and parents can swing from the trees 
(harnessed and helmeted) at Worcester’s 
EcoTarium. There are also exhibits on na-
ture, science, and animal life, and visitors can 
roam the 55-acre reserve in search of real-
life signs of creatures’ habitats.

E X H I B I T I O N S  &  E V E N T S
Schlesinger Library
www.radcliffe.harvard.edu
Women of the Blackwell Family: Resil-
ience and Change focuses on seven mem-
bers of this illustrious, influential family who 
were particularly active between 1830 and 
1850. (Opens July 5)

Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts
www.ccva.fas.harvard.edu
Artist Martin Beck’s two-year exhibition 
Program has mined the center’s history 
of academic pursuits, pedagogical mission, 
and gallery shows through what he calls 
“episodes.” The tenth (and final) project 
reflects on a 1963 display, originally titled 
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EXPLORE THE WORLD 
IN A CREATIVE AND 

CARING ENVIRONMENT.

Teaching the World®

Pre-K to 12th

To learn more, call 617.499.1459
or visit www.isbos.org

1730 Massachusetts Ave
Cambridge, MA 02138
617 245-4044

Building Community One Home at a Time 

• Highly endorsed by clients and colleagues for exceptional integrity, 
 commitment & performance

• Supporting: US Fund for UNICEF, The Mt. Auburn Hospital, 
 Huntington Theatre Company, and The Guidance Center

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and 
the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC. If your property is currently listed for sale, this is not intended as a solicitation. If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please 
disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully.

HA RVA R D SQUA R E
CA M B R I D G E,  MA
$4,875,000
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Call (617) 868-0575 to arrange a personal tour, 
or visit www.cadburycommons.com

66 Sherman Street, Cambridge,
MA 02140 • (617)868-0575

What do Harvard alumni 
have in common?

Cadbury Commons
A Remarkable Senior Residence

The Harvard alumni who chose 
Cadbury Commons may have 

retired from work, but not from life. 

Museum Visits • Play Reading 
Symphony Selections • Lecture 

Series • Yoga • Organic Gardening

Where The Emphasis Is On Living
66 Sherman Street, Cambridge, 
MA 02140 ◆ (617) 868-0575 EQUAL

HOUSING
OPPTY

ASSISTED LIVING RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

Call (617) 868-0575 to arrange a personal
tour, or visit www.cadburycommons.com

Here’s what people are 
saying about us.

“There is a stable and gentle atmosphere 
of help and empathy throughout the
community. I feel assured that I am part of
others’ lives, as they are of mine. For myself,
I feel that Cadbury Commons provides a
well trained and caring group of people who
are interested in my welfare.”

Name: Milton R.
Occupation: Postal Supervisor, Retired 
Hobbies: Reading, Walking, Exercising

Lifestyle: Independent, Active
Choice of Senior/Assisted Living:

Cadbury Commons

Document1  11/20/03  11:51 AM  Page 1

Independent and Assisted Living
Specialized Memory Care

Where The Emphasis Is On Living
66 Sherman Street, Cambridge, 
MA 02140 ◆ (617) 868-0575 EQUAL

HOUSING
OPPTY

ASSISTED LIVING RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
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Fifty Photographs at Harvard: 1844-1966.
(July 6-August 7)

Harvard Art Museums
www.harvardartmuseums.org
Drawings from the Age of Bruegel, Ru-
bens, and Rembrandt offers about 40 
works from the museums’ collection of 
Netherlandish, Dutch, and Flemish draw-
ings from the fifteenth to the eighteenth 
centuries. (Through August 14)

New Bedford Whaling Museum
www.thewhalingmuseum.org
Inner Light: The World of William Brad-
ford. A comprehensive look at this nine-
teenth-century painter best known for his 
depictions of ships and the Arctic, who also 
captured dramatic scenes of coastal New 
England. (Opens July 1)

Peabody Essex Museum
www.pem.org
More than 40 oil paintings and watercol-
ors created between the late 1880s and 
1912 are on display in American Impres-
sionism: Childe Hassam and the Isles of 
Shoals, revealing inspiring views of these 
beautiful and historic islands six miles off 
the coast of Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
(Opens July 16) 

Boston Society of Architects
www.architects.org
Curated by the Design Museum Boston, 
Extraordinary Playscapes explores the 
role of play, and designers’ and architects’ 
innovative efforts to spur children’s healthy 
emotional, social, and physical growth. The 
show includes “Playground Passports” that 
promote some of Boston’s most intriguing 
spaces, including PlayCubes, a new instal-
lation at Chinatown Park and PlayForm 7, 
a “playscape” added to City Hall Plaza in 
June. (Through September 5)

DeCordova Sculpture Park
and Museum
www.decordova.org
Lotte Jacobi, Lisette Model: Urban 
Camera. A series of portraits, abstrac-
tions, and stirring street scenes lend insight 
into the sensitive, but also bold and versa-
tile, work of these two twentieth-century 
artists. (Through September 18)

Events listings are also accessible at 
www.harvardmagazine.com.
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Check out  12 newly painted utility box-
es throughout Harvard Square. Images 
of unicorns, pandas, and a wolf howling 
at the moon join rollicking abstractions, 
tranquil scenes of nature, and decora-
tively framed poetic texts. This form of 
public art, a trend evident in cities across 
the country, celebrates local artists, en-
hances public space, and deters vandal-
ism. “The utility boxes were an eyesore,” 
says Denise Jillson, executive director of 
the Harvard Square Business Associa-
tion, which organized and financed the 
just over $1,000 project, working in col-
laboration with the city and a host of 
volunteers. “This is a fun and powerful 
statement about how the whole com-
munity can work together to make ev-
erything more beautiful.”

Artists represented include Harvard 
students—Grace Chen ’19 (a rendition 
of Vincent van Gogh’s The Starry Night
across the street from the First Parish in 
Cambridge), Julia Grotto ’17 (a somber 
portrait of a woman at 10 Eliot Street), 
and Nicole Flett ’18 and Montita So-
wapark ’18 (scenes of trees and birds 
perched over a stormy sea at Winthrop 
Park)—alongside the Square’s popular 
spray-paint artist and vendor Antonio 
Maycott, local painter Dennis Smith, and 
grade-schoolers at the nonprofit Com-
munity Art Center.
Harvard Square Business  
Association
www.harvardsquare.com
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Step Outside with 
Outward Bound Professional!

(617) 830-5114
eharris@thompsonisland.org

www.thompsonisland.org

“Harvard has worked with OBP for 20+ years. OBP custom designs 
our program to provide students the opportunity to examine their 

team’s development and become aware of their leadership 
assumptions. OBP masterfully provides this experience.”

- David King, Faculty Chair, MPA Programs, 
Harvard Kennedy School of Government

Photo by: Tom Fitsimmons

Boston Harbor Islands

Hamilton, MA – Waterfront living at Beck Pond 

Offered at $2,000,000 

Amanda Armstrong
Senior Global Real Estate Advisor

c 978.879.6322 
AmandaArmstrong.net 

Amanda.Armstrong@sothebysrealty.com 

Rich natural elements and a Craftsman-style aesthetic create stunning interior spaces: 
an oversized gourmet kitchen with soaring double cathedral ceiling is anchored by 
two 15’ Carrera marble islands complemented by artisanal lighting and white oak 
floors which opens to an inviting family room with working fireplace. A deck 
overlooking the pond with its dazzling sunsets and extended dock, for fishing and 
recreation, lend themselves to entertaining on a grand scale.      

Representing the   
North Shore’s  
finest homes 

 
Each office independently owned and operated 

 

E X P L O R A T I O N S

The Animals’ Kingdom 
One woman’s drive to build a piece of “heaven” on earth
 
by Nell Porter BrowN

A 
white cat named Fluffy lounges 
beside a campfire, licking herself 
on a nippy spring day. Wizard, a 
black pug, trots into view, bark-

ing at his constant companion, an old beagle 
called Freedom. The two paw playfully at 
each other, flop over, and are rolling around 
in the dirt just as Debra White appears to 
greet visitors to her Winslow Farm Ani-
mal Sanctuary, in Norton, Massachusetts. 
“Now, come on,” she tells the dogs, bending 
to stroke them, and they cheerfully move 
along. “The farm goes around in a circle,” 
White says, turning to her human guests. 
“You can touch the animals, if they want 
you to. But not the pot-bellied pigs. Go up 
in the back under the pine trees to see the 
donkeys, they’re out with the alpacas. Please 
make sure you close the gates behind you.”

With these simple rules, visitors are un-
leashed to explore the 16.5-acre site that 

is a “home for life” for 132 abused 
or abandoned animals. White 
founded the farm 20 years ago 
and depends on a crew of devoted 
volunteers, adults and teenagers, 
to keep it open to the public year-
round. “There’s no other reserve 
around like this, where the ani-
mals are so free,” says volunteer 
Ron Mollins, who has been help-
ing out since 1998. “We don’t have 
lions or tigers, but if you really 
want to get to know animals, this is the 
place to do it.”

Dozens of cats roam the grounds, while 
goats, mini-horses, rabbits, and emus 
peaceably share a corral. Harmony tends 
to prevail; their needs are met, White sug-
gests, and there’s nothing to fear. Nine 
separate feeding stations mitigate com-
petition for food, newcomers are thought-

fully integrated, and their living quarters, 
cleaned daily, are rotated over time, “so 
they don’t get bored.” Many of the cats, 
like black, amber-eyed Velcro asleep by 
the aviary, have been thrown over the 
farm’s roadside fence at night. “That hap-
pens,” White reports, wearily. “We find 
them in carriers in the morning. No notes, 
nothing telling me anything about them. 

One time we had 23 rabbits dumped 
over—it took us days to catch them all and 
then they all had to be spayed and neu-
tered so they wouldn’t reproduce.”

White took in Athena, the black-nosed 
sheep, after the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston found her living on a median strip 
off Route 495. An Indian indigo peacock, 
now at least 30 years old, has been at Win-
slow Farm for more than half his life. Dur-
ing a recent visit, he was in full wooing 
form, fanning and quivering his six-foot 
spread of iridescent blue and green feathers 
at potential mates. White says that when 
she first saw him, he was living in a four-
by-four-foot cage with “feces caked on his 
plumage.” Every day White gets calls about 
animals in trouble or in need of a home. It’s 
wrenching to turn any creature away, but 
the farm runs on a $200,000 annual budget 
dependent on visitor admission fees, fun-
draising, donations, and grants, and is at 
capacity. “I try to teach people—and they 
should teach their children that responsi-
bility—that when you get an animal, it is 

Opposite: Beyond the farm entrance, 
goats roam the barnyard, peafowl 
commune at the aviary, and donkeys greet 
visitors. Above: Founder Debra White and 
Belle, a Hafflinger saved from slaughter
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yours to care for. The way you treat it at 
first, when it’s a baby, should be the way 
you always treat it throughout its life,” 
White explains. “These are not little pieces 
of disposable trash.”

The Farm lies  between a country road 
and Meadowbrook Pond. An old pine grove 
shades the chunk of land where the don-
keys and alpacas were hanging out recently 

while a farrier cleaned and trimmed their 
hooves. Visitors are free to watch, ask ques-
tions, and learn. A few slowly approached 
the three donkeys and laid hands on their 
manes, smoothing down the fur. The four 
alpacas have big, liquid eyes, but are skit-
tish; a calm approach occasionally yields a 
silky touch of their chocolate-colored fur.

The horses and mini-horses are in pad-
docks, where volunteers accompany visi-

tors, but rabbits are out and about, and 
doves fly in and around the aviary, where 
Jin (a red, blue, and yellow pheasant found 
in the parking lot of the Toys “R” Us in 
North Attleboro) lives with the peafowl. 
Chickens peck and squawk here and there, 
often congregating with the roosters, Har-
ry and Larry, at the far end of the property, 
on the porch of the David Sheldon White 
Resource Center, which houses events, 

A L L  I N  A  D AY :  Sweet Sweat
Public baths  are an ancient tradition. Turks have the 
hammam, Russians have banyas, and Japanese, their onsen.
For Finns and Swedes, it’s the sauna: people happily clus-
tered in a closed room heated to a toasty 220 degrees.

For devotees, it is a ritual, a spiritual and bodily cleans-
ing, says David Straus, a regular at the region’s traditional 
Finnish sauna, which has been run in rural Pembroke, Massa-
chusetts, by the Uljas Koitto Temperance Society (UKTS) since 
1927. For others, like Straus and his wife, Irina, from Latvia, who 
come weekly with their three young children, the experience 
is simply and deeply relaxing. Once hot enough, sauna-takers 
leave the cedar-paneled sweat dens, walk 10 feet, and dive into 
Furnace Pond. In the winter, a hole is cut into the ice for dunk-
ing. “You sweat out all the impurities of the work week, you 
open and shut your pores; it just feels good,” says Straus, also 
the society’s treasurer. “We spend the whole day together. And 

you disconnect from the 
rest of the world.”

The property sits at 
the end of Suomi (“Finn-

ish”) Road, a dirt 
drive leading into a 
pine-tree glade. It 
includes a lodge built 
around 1900, where 
cof fee, tea , and 
snacks are served 
on a screened porch. 
UKTS is run by a 
core group of about 
45 volunteers who 
have cared enough 
over the years to 
keep it alive.

A good number 
are descended from 
Finnish immigrants 
who first arrived in 
Quincy in the 1880s 
to work in the quar-
ries; by 1920, that 
communi t y had 
grown to more than 

1,000 people, enough to support saunas, 
churches, and social clubs. The Uljas Koit-
to (“Noble Endeavor”) was a religious 
group founded in 1892 to stem drunken-
ness among fellow Finns—and liquor is 
still prohibited on the property.

Newcomers are warmly welcomed—
and given tips: eat a solid meal about 90 
minutes before entering the heat, drink 
lots of water, and take it slowly. The tem-
perature changes can be a shock, literally.

There are two wood-fired saunas, one for each gender; both 
have attached rooms for changing and showering. Guests should 
bring toiletries, a water bottle, and towels along with a bathing 
suit, although many people choose to go nude in the sauna itself. 
The place draws a mix of long-term South Shore-dwellers and 
more recent immigrants, mainly from Europe; everyone tends 
to sit outside on benches and talk in between sweats and swims. 
Guests can also gather in the lodge’s living room, which has a 
fireplace, books, and toys.

It’s not a spa or a nudist colony, although it’s been mistaken 
for both. People seem to love it, or leave it. Straus has had 
friends visit “and never come back,” he says, laughing. “They 
can’t get used to so many people sitting in a small room barely 
clothed, or it’s just too hot.”

It’s also not a place to be loud or flashy, take selfies, blab on 
smart phones, or commune with laptops. People mostly sit 
quietly, and enjoy the natural setting. “You can go in and out 
of the sauna, you rest in between, out in the open air,” Straus 
says. “You can take the kayak out. You eat, you swim, you 
meet people. People just enjoy talking to each other. It’s just so 
unique.” vn.p.b.

The saunas (below right) are steps from 
Furnace Pond (above), where a raft 
beckons swimmers. Old pines shade the 
rustic lodge (below left); guests are 
encouraged to enjoy its cozy living room.  

P h o t o g r a p h s  b y  J a m e s  A h o l a

The Uljas Koitto Temperance Society
www.uktshome.com
Open year round; May through October,  
Saturdays, 3 p.m. to 9 p.m.
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1008 Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge | 617.945.9161 | GibsonSothebysRealty.com

CAMBRIDGE | 10 BREWER STREET #3

HARVARD SQURE - One-of-a-kind 
renovation in a most amazing location. 

Open plan with one bedroom and a study. 
Easy access to the Charles River and 

Harvard University. $549,000

LINDSAY ALLISON & LISA MAY 
617.429.3188

CAMBRIDGE | 240 BRATTLE STREET #21

WEST CAMBRIDGE - Classic floor thru 
condo in Pre-war brick building with 

easy access to Harvard Square and Fresh 
Pond. One bedroom plus a study. Garage. 

Common roof deck. $583,000

LINDSAY ALLISON & LISA MAY 
617.429.3188

CAMBRIDGE | 40 HIGHLAND AVENUE #2

MID-CAMBRIDGE - 2500+ sq. ft. duplex 
condo near Inman, Central and Harvard 
Squares. Elegant 2006 renovation with 
5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 decks and 

parking. Price Upon Request

LINDSAY ALLISON & LISA MAY 
617.429.3188

CAMBRIDGE | 20 COTTAGE STREET #1

CENTRAL SQUARE - Elegant 2 br/2 
ba condo near Central. Gracious, with 

beautiful details. Renovated kitchen, granite, 
stainless steel, abundant cabinets. Farmer’s 

porch. www.20Cottage.com. $768,000

LAUREN HOLLERAN 617.913.2203

SOMERVILLE | 30 WARREN AVENUE

UNION SQUARE/PROSPECT HILL - The 
Lovejoy House an 1871 Mansard Victorian 
with carriage house on leafy, side street. 12 
rooms, 3 baths. www.30WarrenAve.com. 

Price Upon Request 

 LAURA PALUMBO-HANSON 617.413.5537  

SOMERVILLE | 42 IVALOO STREET
SPRING HILL - Victorian architecture and 
contemporary design blend seamlessly in 

this 4 bed/2.5 bath home. Yard, gardens, two 
story garage/workshop. Less than 1 mi. to 

Harvard & Inman Squares. 
www.42Ivaloo.com. $1,388,000

LAUREN HOLLERAN 617.913.2203

CAMBRIDGE | 1578 CAMBRIDGE ST #2

HARVARD SQUARE - Gracious 3br/1ba 
condo. Open, floor through home with 
dining/living room separated by pocket 

doors. This charming home boasts fireplace, 
bay windows, walk-in pantry, and a deck 
overlooking the common yard. $749,000 

LISA GODWIN 617.686.0405

BELMONT | 527 CONCORD AVENUE

BELMONT HILL - Stately 5 bed home 
with seasonal skyline views. Gracious entry, 
modern kitchen and baths, glass solarium, 

lower level office suite. Large professionally 
landscaped yard. $1,980,000

LAURA SEGAL 617.823.4287
SUSAN CONDRICK 617.842.4600

CAMBRIDGE | 44 WALKER STREET

HARVARD SQUARE - 1880 Queen Anne 
with carriage house on tranquil side 

street. High-end renovation, exquisite 
detail. 5 beds, 4.5 baths. Secluded yard. 

www.44Walker.com.  $3,500,000

 LAURA PALUMBO-HANSON 617.413.5537  

Each office is independently owned and operated

WE ARE | known for exemplary service 

160707_Gibsonsothebys.indd   1 5/19/16   1:33 PM

educational programs, and 
even beds for volunteers 
who travel from afar.

White built it, as well 
as her own wood-framed 
house, and  other beguil-
ing structures scattered 
around the landscape. 
Sheds, cabins, chicken-
wire enclosures, and even 
a tiny chapel to commemo-
rate residents who have died, are often 
flanked by wildflower and herb gardens, 
or shrouded by wisteria. The handsome, 
hexagonal stone barn with round win-
dows, a skylight, and a shingled roof, was 
constructed this past winter for the don-
keys. Visitors also gather at play zones, 
picnic tables, or around a fire pit.

The place has a storybook feel. Visitors 
sit on bentwood furniture to watch the 
paddock, or wait for animals to wander by. 
Geese favor the hand-dug pool, banked by 
rocks. Dozens of stone animal statues are 
tucked into nooks or stand on pedestals 
in the gardens, offering the makings for an 
impromptu treasure hunt. Children are en-
couraged to explore and simply spend time 
with the animals, without any agenda. And 
unlike at petting zoos, no attempts are made 
to hide the evidence that this is a farm—ma-

nure and mud, dust, dirt, loose feathers and 
fur, food scraps, hay, grain, tractors, hoses, 
ropes, shovels, and sludge buckets—or the 
endless labor required to run it.

Since 1996, White says, she has taken 
only five days off. Three were spent in the 
hospital undergoing knee surgery, a break 
that “felt like a European vacation,” she 
says, laughing. Yet the farm offers a famil-
iar routine. White grew up in a nearby log 
cabin, and helped care for her father, David 
Sheldon White, who had been a “genius in-
ventor for Texas Instruments in the 1950s,” 
she says, but was diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s disease by the time she was three. 
“The way I had to communicate with him 

was to be very quiet and observant. We 
didn’t talk very much,” she explains; often, 
she was her father’s hands, building what 
he could not. She also spent significant 
time outside, playing in the woods by her-
self, or in the company of her pets. “They 
were my happiness, they were always there 

S TA F F  P I C K :  Cycling Sightseers
The Landscape Architect’s Guide to Boston is an online 
collection of tours through 26 neighborhoods, including South 
Boston, Jamaica Plain, and a few in Cambridge, many off the tour-
ist track. The point is to give Boston’s 12 million-plus annual 
visitors and its residents a richer understanding, from a topo-
graphical perspective, of how and why the city has evolved.

One ideal half-day trip is a 10-mile loop called The Boston/
Cambridge Bike Network, incorporating long stretches of car-

free pathways. The guide suggests starting at the New England 
Aquarium; bring along a bike on the MBTA, or rent one from the 
adjacent kiosk for Hubway, the city’s bike-share program. Ride 
along Commercial Street toward the North End, the traditional 
Italian neighborhood (an ideal stop for lunch, gelato, or pastries), 
then head onto Causeway Street, taking a sharp right just before 
North Station/TD Garden, to access one of the city’s most in-
genious additions to cycling infrastructure: the 690-foot North 
Bank Bridge that curves under the Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge, 
through the Charles River Locks, and into Paul Revere and North 
Point Parks, which offer picnicking and sunbathing. Past those is 
the Museum of Science.

Then the tour U-turns back to Boston, picking up the Storrow 
Drive/Esplanade bike path. Take that to the Harvard Bridge, which 
returns riders to Cambridge, at the edge of MIT. Follow the guide’s 
map along Memorial Drive, taking a right just before the Hyatt 
Regency, then another onto the Vassar Street cycle track, which 
runs into a transformed Kendall Square (stop for a meal at Area 
Four, or ice cream at Toscanini’s). Then wind back to the Aquarium 
through the historic Back Bay (via Commonwealth Avenue) and 
the Downtown Crossing shopping district. At a leisurely pace, with 

no stops, the trip would 
likely take two hours.

vn.p.b.

The Landscape Architect’s Guide to Boston
Boston/Cambridge Bike Network
www.asla.org/Boston

Residents include alpacas, freshly 
sheared for summer; peacocks, 
free to spread their tail feathers; 
and this pig and sheep enjoying the sun.
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Support from these advertisers helps us 

produce the independent, high-quality publication 
Harvard alumni rely on for information 

about the University and each other.

to Our Valued Advertising Partners
Cadbury Commons
The Charles Hotel 

Coldwell Banker / Barbara Currier
Coldwell Banker / Gail Roberts

Coldwell Banker / Spencer & Lauren Lane
Compass Realty

Fresh Pond Ballet
Gibson Sotheby’s International

Goddard House
Hammond / Brattle Office
Hammond / Carol & Myra

International School of Boston
Lux Bond & Green 
McLean Hospital

Sotheby’s /Amanda Armstrong
Thompson Island -  

Outward Bound Professional
Viewpoints Real Estate MV /  

Bobbi Flake Reed 
Waypointe on Lake Sunapee

Welch & Forbes, LLC

WELCOME HOME TO 154 ALLSTON STREET, 
a contemporary single family home set 
back from the street offering privacy rare 
to Cambridgeport. The open floorplan 
on the fi rst fl oor continues thru to the 
private backyard. Three bedrooms and two 
bathrooms along with the walk-out lower 
level create a great multi-level layout. This off-
market listing won’t last long; call for details. 

SPENCER & LAUREN LANE
SpencerLane@gmail.com

617-872-0030 | SpencerLane.com
FOLLOW US ON: 

 fb.com/cambridgeproperties 
and  @SpencerandLaurenLane

If you would like to list a property in our March-April issue, contact Abby Shepard: 617.496.4032.

Premier Properties
MARTHA’S VINEYARD 

RENOVATED ANTIQUE

Bobbi Flake Reed, Principal
Beth Welch | June Flake  

Idalyn Mcchia Gilstad | Emily Flake
71 Main Street, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568 

www.viewpointsmv.com | 508-693-0222

Beautiful 5BR Historic home conveniently 
located in downtown Vineyard Haven. Skillfully 
renovated by the owner/architect, this home 
lovingly incorporates the charm of old and 
functionality of new.  Enjoy the easy living from 
a large screened-in porch overlooking a manicured 
lawn, lovely plantings, and white picket fence. 
Central air, multiple fireplaces, and state of the art 
kitchen are just a few of the wonderful amenities.  
        Exclusive - $1,725,000

Cambridge...Stunning 5 bedroom, 4.5 bath 
1856 Second Empire home just outside of 
Harvard Square. Meticulously renovated in 
2008, this property blends original architectural 
features with today’s modern appointments. 
Soaring ceilings, elegant entertaining spaces, 
4 mahogany decks, professionally landscaped 
grounds and off street parking make this 
special residence a rare find...$4,200,000
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CAROL KELLY & MYRA VON TURKOVICH
Vice Presidents, Hammond Residential Real Estate

carolandmyra.com | hammondre.com
617.835.5008  &  617.834.0838  

Hammond Residential
Real Estate

GORGEOUS HISTORIC RENOVATION

WEST CAMBRIDGE 
SINGLE FAMILY

This unique home has an attractive inverted floor 
plan, with family space and bedrooms on the first 
floor and a sunny, spacious open second floor. 
4 bedrooms, 2 baths.                 $1,195,000

WWW.BARBARACURRIER.COM
The Currier Team, Coldwell Banker

171 Huron Ave, Cambridge, MA 02138
Call or text 617.593.7070 | barbaracurrier50@gmail.com

VICTORIA KENNEDY    BARBARA CURRIER    MAGGIE CURRIER

I put into it,” he adds. “It’s 
magical—the way life 
should be, and could be. 
It’s a nourishing place, 
nourishing to the spirit.” 
White has never strayed 
from her initial, core mis-
sion: to rescue and care for 
maltreated animals. She 
also promotes animal wel-
fare and the conservation 
of natural habitats, offering barnyard tours, 
educational programs, and a partnership 
with nearby Wheaton College. Students, 
she says, “come to observe alternative life-
style living” as part of courses on religion 
and philosophy, to study animal psychology 
and training techniques, or sometimes to do 
empirical research. (They have worked with 
the farm’s miniature horses, assessing their 
cortisone levels, heart rates, and behaviors.)

When networking with other animal-
rights and rescue organizations, White is 
happy to share information, but her daily 
duties are too demanding for much formal 
political activism. Even adopting out ani-
mals she rescues—which she used to do, 

especially when she had about 
300 animals on site—takes too 
much time and effort; too often 
adopters “did not realize what they were 
getting themselves into” and returned the 
animals.

At one time she dreamed of expanding 
the farm to include a charter school, trails 
and campsites, and an on-site holistic 
veterinarian. Now, she says, “my goals are 
completed. We are running as is.”

It’s enough. Recently a visitor sat down 
by the aviary and watched the peacock 
strut and call. A brindle cat came over and 
curled up in the sun. White doves flew by. 
A llama loped up. “The animals read each 

other and if they don’t see any fear, then 
they are all just cool and they’re laying 
around together,” White says. “I constant-
ly know exactly what everybody needs 
here, without a hesitation, on a daily ba-
sis, even when they are sick, because I am 
quiet and always watching.” People, she 
adds, “don’t really stop and observe and 
experience what’s going on around them. 
If humans didn’t have voices, I think we’d 
all be better off.”

for me and brought me through a lot,” she 
says, as did the sights and sounds of nature 
and its animals. “To this day, I feel I am in 
heaven on earth to be here,” she adds. “I 
think a lot of people are just missing out on 
the simple things that are offered to us.”

Winslow Farm is located on property 
that was owned by her father’s family until 
it “was lost due to his illness,” she says. In 
her twenties, White, who attended college 
for a year before choosing to stay home and 

care for her father full time, decided to buy 
back a portion of the land and build a sanc-
tuary. Working at three jobs (including 
as a veterinary assistant), she eventually 
saved enough money to do just that. 

 “I call her the ‘Jane Goodall of Norton,’” 
Ron Mollins says while tending the camp-
fire behind White’s house. He comes every 
day for at least three hours to chop wood, 
rake, clean up—whatever “she asks me to 
do.” Still, “I get more out of this place than 

C U R I O S I T I E S : Winslow Homer’s Early Days 
On Sunday afternoons through September, 
The 1853 Homer House, an Italianate mansion 
that dominates a hill just above Belmont town 
center, is open for tours. Visitors are also wel-
come to lounge outside, drink punch, and play 
croquet on the home’s expansive front lawn. “We 
want it to feel like it is summer in the Victorian 
1800s,” says the site’s volunteer curator, Susan 
Smart ’71, CMS ’01. She is a member of the non-
profit Belmont Woman’s Club, which saved the 
house—built by wealthy Boston merchant Wil-
liam Flagg Homer and his wife, Adeline Welling-
ton—from demolition in 1927, and still owns it.

Guided tours highlight the largely untouched 
original interior architecture, along with the life 
and early work of the couple’s nephew,  Win-
slow Homer. A small exhibit includes “The 
War—Making Havelocks for the Volunteers” 
(the cover of an 1861 Harper’s Weekly), which 
is set in the mansion’s parlor, Smart says, and 
“The Robin’s Note” (below, from an 1870 issue 
of Every Saturday) which “may have been set on 
the porch.” Smart adds that a number of Homer’s early illustrations and paintings, 
especially his rural landscapes, “contain Belmont scenes.” The young artist spent 
much of his first two decades in West Cambridge, parts of which, including his rela-
tives’ homesite, became Belmont when that town was established in 1859.

He and his family lived nearby, but in a modest farmhouse (still standing and privately 
owned) because his father was a “get rich quick sort 
of fellow” and lost a bundle in the California gold 
rush, Smart explains. Homer spent time at the man-
sion, however, even after he moved to New York 
City in 1859 and began to emerge as one of the cen-
tury’s finest painters. Most people associate Homer 
with Maine, where from 1884 until his death in 1910 
he lived and worked in his Prouts Neck studio, now 
owned, and opened for limited tours, by the Port-
land Museum of Art. “There, you learn about the 
last years of his life,” Smart notes. “Here, you come 
for the young, ro-
mantic Winslow 
just starting out.”
 vn.p.b.
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The 1853 Homer House
www.1853homerhouse.org 
“Summer Sundays with Winslow 
Homer,” through September 

Early illustrations by Winslow 
Homer are on display in Belmont.

Play areas for all ages blend in with the 
“storyland” ambiance.

12N     July  -  Augu st 2016 HarvarD MagaziN e      12o



In with the New
Harvard Square’s Parsnip should ripen over time. 
by Nell Porter BrowN

P
arsNiP, which replaced the vener-
ated Upstairs on the Square last fall, 
lacks the sassy whimsicality of its 
predecessor. Gone are the fuchsia-

colored walls adorned with leaping zebras, 
the gilded chairs, mirrors, and the sense of 
participating in an Alice in Wonderland mo-
ment that charmed diners for years. Pars-
nip is more buttoned-down: an affluent Brit 
in a flannel suit to Upstairs’s can-can girl.

The dining room still has its soaring 
ceiling and the large windows overlook-
ing Winthrop Park. But the interior is 
now ruled by warm gray tones, a shining 
parquet floor, and 1950s-style, space-age 
chandeliers. The look-alike Jackson Pol-
lock painting that looms over the tasteful, 
if generic, décor prompts the question: can 
Parsnip develop a character of its own?

The food tries to answer that. Continen-
tal fare with a French base, it’s the essence 
of “fine dining,” and therefore justifiably 
rich. The meal began with excellent home-

made rolls—potato, wheat, and oatmeal—
and a dish of sweet butter. We recommend 
the appetizer of hand-plucked heads of 
carefully roasted baby cauliflower, purple 
and yellow, that arrived with a subtle apple 
purée and a slab of novel, cumin-spiced 
crème brûlée ($14): rough crunch meets 
silky loaf, with a touch of burnt sugar. The 
fresh seared scallops in a truffle butter 
sauce came with poached baby gem let-
tuce, strips of prosciutto, and a generous 
clump of sweet pea tendrils that stitched 
the dish together ($17).

An entrée of handmade cavatelli, small 
blobs of dough tenderly rolled in on 
themselves, was awash in whipped, melt-
ing, goat cheese ($24). The creamy mass 
nearly obscured oyster mushrooms and 
the earthy, bitterish bite of fiddlehead fern 
fronds, and overwhelmed 
a sprinkling of pine nuts. 
Yet the lusty dish was 
tasty and filling. Lighter 

was the filet of sole in a quintessen-
tially French sauce americaine ($30), 
accompanied by lobster-filled tortel-
lini that were, unfortunately, a bit too 
tough and chewy.

The desserts are especially mem-
orable. The lemon-balm sorbet 
paired with chunks of golden cake 
and a pool of buttermilk mousse 
($11) “eats like a strawberry short-

cake,” noted the affable waiter, “but 
much better.” Slices of faintly ripe straw-
berries added a pleasing herbaceous 
note. The poached pears, tasting faintly 
of anise and bergamot, lay on a plump 
bed of ricotta cream tweaked with honey 
and plenty of zested lemon ($11). 

Parsnip’s third-floor lounge is a warm 
counterpart to the dining room’s cool af-
fect. Low lights, velvety seating, and small 
tables offer intimacy. Behind the bar, al-
luring liquor bottles cluster along shelves 
backed by a dramatically lit red wall. Food 
is served: a fine mix of lamb or fish in the 
form of sandwiches and salads, along with 
small plates of snacks that seem to change 
frequently.

The lounge’s porthole-style windows re-
main from the Upstairs days. They offer a 

bird’s-eye view of the con-
tinually morphing Square, 
epitomized by Parsnip it-
self. vN.P.B.

T a S T e S  &  T a B L e S

From left: The dining room, although 
refined and calm, could use a splash 
of warmth from the upstairs lounge.

PARSNIP
91 Winthrop St

Cambridge
(617) 714-3206

www.parsniprestaurant.com
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