
“The most complete ancient library acces-
sible to us today survived because it
burned,” Battles concludes, with some
wonderment. But then the new library
history is full of counterintuitive ironies. 

Jonathan Rose’s most recent book is The Intel-
lectual Life of the British Working Class-
es, which won the Jacques Barzun Prize in Cul-
tural History and the Longman-History Today
Historical Book of the Year Prize. He is also the
editor of The Holocaust and the Book: De-
struction and Preservation, and coeditor of
the journal Book History. He teaches history at
Drew University.
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The Straight Skinny on
String (Theory)
Physicists’ quest for the “theory
of everything,” now focused on string
theory, poses unusual problems of
imagination and visualization, even
for specialists. Brian Greene ’84 made
a marked contribution toward public
understanding in his book The Elegant
Universe (which reviewer Alan Light-
man called the “clearest and most
comprehensive” popularization; see
July-August 1999, page 25). Among
the challenges: coming to terms with
the six extra dimensions in Calabi-
Yau spaces required by string theory,
depicted above.

The image is from a Nova series
based on Greene’s book, airing on
public television in late October and
early November, and featuring
Greene and Harvard physics profes-
sors Nima Arkani-Hamed, Peter Gal-
ison (a scientific historian, as well),
and Cumrun Vafa, among others.
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SKILLS FOR THE NEW WORLD
OF HEALTH CARE 

March 7-12, 2004

A program developed for physicians, health care leaders, and 
policy makers in government and the private sector. The program
aims to develop knowledge and skills
to navigate the troubled waters of the
health care environment.

For more information about 
this program please contact:
Eleanor Brimley

Tel: 617-496-1069, Fax: 617-496-0300,
E-mail: eleanor_brimley@harvard.edu

H A R V A R D  U N I V E R S I T Y
J o h n  F.  K e n n e d y  S c h o o l  o f  G o v e r n m e n t

 

Coop Exclusive!

Unique time pieces with Harvard Logos
from Chelsea Clocks, the traditional
manufacturer of recognition gifts for US
Presidents since 1899. Each clock is made
of forged brass and manufactured in the
USA. Choose Harvard,Business, Law or
Medical seals. Paid-up Coop Members
receive 10% off regular price.

Box Clock
Reg. $12500

Button Clock
Reg. $7500
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