









































the Occupation

‘Shultz '52, Assdciate General Secretary of the Alummni,
They were each politely told by a pair of demonstrators,

“We request that 'you leave the building; sir; it is for
your -owin. profection.”

The secretaries on the first floor had Jeft as soon as
the demonstrators entered. Concerned about -the
wonten working on the north end.of the secand flogr,
Dean Epps.made his way upstairs. The women were
gone; but at the top of the stairs Epps was surrounded
by four or five demonstrators. He fécodnii'ed a couple
as undergraduates, and two as teaching fellows, “Get
the hell out of here,” Epps was told.

Epps answered, “I'm not going. 1 work here.”

Epps was pushed against a wall and ordered, “Get
the fuck oot of here” He was pushed and- pulled
‘down the stairs to the first Aoor. Gene Dixon, a- Bos-
ton Record-American photographer, had just arrived:
His picture of Epps went out on the Associated Press
wire, and made page: one of the New York Times.

Keeping his hands at his sides, Epps told the dem-
onstrators that he would not leave the building volun~
tarily. He was pushed against a water ¢ooler near one
of the east doors of the building, While the demonstra-
tors discussed which door to put him. out ‘through.
Because a crowd had collected on the-east side; it was.
decided to use a door on the opposite side, where John
Harvard's statue stands. Epps went down the steps
‘and around to the other side of the building, where He:
re-entered. Inside he saw Robert B. Watson "37, Dean
of Students; Christopher C. Wadsworth 762, Director of
Advanced Standing; and Rev. James E. Thomas, a
senior adviser to freshmen. Watson was being pushed
out, :'and_ Epps told the démonstrators 1o leave him
alone.

long enough we'te taKing ovcr this bu!ldmg You e
responsible. for killing ‘people in -Vietnam ™
Epps answered,

I thought you objected. 16—vidlence and force.”
“What in the fuck do you know about it2" said the

girl. Epps was seized by the demonstrators who had

ejected him the first fime,

door and- into the crowd.

Watson, Wadsworth, -and two photographers. were:

then ejected, and Thomds was carried out on. the back
of a demonstrator. _
By 12:35, almost alt. the regular occupants .of the
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‘dodr chained shut.

seen. a c¢hain onr a: Harvard building.”

-around to the othér side of the building,
_ erowd was,

“What in hell are you doing back here?” asked:

‘oné. A girl behind Epps arinounced, “We've talked -

_'wfn*» roughiv Ietiered “ROTC Must Go.™
.at the north end of the- huilding, surrounded: by report-
‘ers; photographers, and: fellow - tiunmnstrdmh. stood
Jared Tseacl 67 with a bullkorn,
‘Inside,” he-was saying.
-must make Pusey and the

“T am not- responSlble for ]\lilmz,_’
people in Vietnam, You are tsing methods ‘here ‘that:

“Get the-hell out, get. Epps
out,” they were saying. He was pushed. put-the cast:
-demonstratiofi, stiouting;

building- had béen removed. Dean Glitip had again
gone upstairs, forcing his way past .the demonstrators
in: the Hall. Apologmng for interrupting, he went into
Dean Ford’s. office, where Ford had been in a meet-
ing with I Petersen Elder, Dean: of the Gradiate
School of Arts and Sciences, and John F. Kain,
Assgciate Professor of Economics. After conferring
for two or three mintites, they came down the stairs
and Dean Ford ordercd the ‘demenstrators to leave
forthwith. They responded with jeers. *“We:have. taken.
aver the building and are going to shut down this Uni-
vers;ty untll our demands are met™ the: Deans were
told, “The demands aré un-negotiable. When the Cor-
poration gives in, they cdn issue a statement.™

Bean Ford refurned to-his office: to. get His coat, while.
A student:
who: was .not. involved in the. demonstration tried to-

Dean Glimp was shoved toward a door,

force. his way iiito the. building. I the vestibule, his.

arms were. pmned behind. him- and-he was beaten, Rais-
ing his voice, Dean Ford said, “1 hope: it’s cledr 1o you

all that you're obstructmo the. frec passage: of members
of this. commumL), which subjects you to dmupimaly
actiom.” At 12:45, the last deans. were: out of the
biilding.

Finishing-his daily hotdég lunch al the Tasty, Dean

-of Admissions Chase. Petcrson dccmied to walk back to
‘his: office: by way of Umversuy Hall, to see 1f - anylhmg

was up. He mourited the west steps and found the
“I had 2 feeling. of shock;” Dr:
Peterson- recalied later. “1 realized I had never before
He walked
where the

‘On the second Hoor of the Building, the 3DS flag—
the: Ie[tcrs‘ SDS.in a L\iack cirgle cenfered in g regd field
A wmclow dn. wwar aiher, wmdown were
€n thesteps

“The fight i now,
“The time Has come- when }nu
“'Lultv deal. with you hon-
esily, by taking the building” Half-a dozen students
on. the lewer steps were leading oiliers in a: ¢ouiters
HOut, out, out!™  Shmultane-

ously, ‘ethers wefe chanting:.
must got™ '

Israe! handed his: microphone. (o a bearded student
who identified himself as Steve Hornberg ger, president

“Rotey ‘must go, Rotey

i
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the Strike

and tedaching -fellows voted to support the three-day
cessation of classes, SDS eleécted a fiffeen-man strike
steering commitiee and set up action’ Commitiees on
such ropics as House discussions, disruptions of ¢lasses
and meetings, guerrilla theater preésentations, sexual lib-
eration, and “mobile tactics” (hit-and-run occupations).
And the Association of African and Afro-American
Students voted to support the SDS. demands, auioune-
ing at the same time that the University had broken
faith with Dlack students in effarts to des';ign a “nean-
ingfil™ pregriam of black sfudies.

Those who anticipated

the weekend as @ momeniary stay ‘agdinst confusion
were in for cl:mppmntmcnt in classrooms all over
the Yard, colloguid. were taking place ou subjects rang-
fng from U.S. imperialism to the Cambridge housidg
sitiation: to restructuring the Universily,  “Have you
cvir before talked so mtemely with so many- people
aboeut important issues? Let's rea,(;&mza._u_f Reatl edux
cation, legitimate education, has finally begun!™  So
'h%an 4 fiyer announcing Harvard New College; with
“eooperative explorations™ in &.ubju,t fields like Motor-
cyeles. & Sex, Middle-Class Suburbs in American. Life,
and the }{lstory of Self. At about 3 pom. on the.after-
nivon of Satorday, April 12, a telephoned bomb threat
caused the temporary evacuatmn of Lowell Lecture
Hall, A meeting of the Ad Hoe Committes 1o keep
Harvard Open was aliout to hegin,  Under the heading
of “Deat Nate,” the Old. Mole's ‘Strike Special of the
day featured a purleined letter from Dean Ford 1o
President Pusey, annc;patmg possible Corperation re-
actiong to the faculty vote on ROTC, and expressing
frostration -af, the facultyls growing tendeiicy to disrs-
gard Larufully prepared proposals.

On Sunday, Apiil 13, members of the- Cmporﬂtion
arrived quietly in Cambndgc They held a meeting
and talked with a small number of invited students.
Near the-end of the day they issued a statement reiter-
ating their acceptance of the faculty’s ROTC vote and
expressing the need for “new instrumentalities designed
1o reflect Umvcmly opinion on gliestions of University-
‘wide concerit,” ¥t ended, “The specter of closing the
University is. prufaundly distastefu] to us, We shall do
cverythmcr in our power o avoid such'a step and hope
‘that all" of us will work- together to forestall the acts. of
vm]t,ncc \\«hlch could make such drastic action néces-
sary.” President Pusey annotinedd the formation of an
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tampered with,
hiad been removed from. a four-hinge safe;
also Jost a briefease containing records of his ROTC

dictaphones. were removed fram: other offices.
itears Jost to the occupation forces inchided iwo heir-
toont brass candlesticks ownéd by Ril..hdld M. Hinch-

interim group of 68 faculty miembers and students from
all branches of the University, “lo serve as-an in]-‘m-m'tl.
L(}'n’suiting body . . . in the event of another erisis’

“Dear Nate 1" appeared in the Old Mole of the day
—-g letter from Dean Glunp reporting on the staws of
the ROTC negotiations, and referring to “our imperious
style of making the change.”

“Fhe *Dear Nate™ letters redirected attention 1o the
question of pilferage” and material damage during the
occtipation of University Hall.  Of the ity lasge file
drawers in her offies, Miss J ohnson estimated that every
on¢ had been tampered with, based on the evidence of
partly pulled or mispiaced file folders, A number of
confidential personal files of faculty members had ap-
parenily been pulled out and gone through, Al files
hait been focked before the occupation, and all but one
(wh:ch had jammed) were Jocked atter the building was
cledred. Smaller card files also appeared 10 have heen
In Dean Glimp's office; & hinge pin
Dean Glimp
negotiation meetngs, A tape recorder and two new
Smdllgr

man *34, bmancml Asmlant o Dean Ford; Dean Ford's

Favorite pipe; a print fromi the’ I*D"E, Museurs, which

had been borrowed by Edward S. Wileex, Dircctor of
the Program: of General Pducuimn ‘the stamp suppliés

in: varicus offices; a poker; a mtmber of raincoats, cof-
fee mups; food, pens, a pair of sunglasses.

On Dean
Glinip's wall, someone had writlen FUCK AUTHORITY in
blue capital letters; others had painted over it with white
spray paint and taped up a note of apology (“Dear Sir
e Wi apologize fr you for whoever did this. This
vandalism 1s not-a porpoese of our protest™).

In the Faculty Room; a portrait of President Eliot
apparently fell from its frame; busts.of Edward Everett,
John Farrar; and Jared Spar]n. ‘were separated from
their pedestals; and ihe backrests of two benches were
ripped.

Shortly afier the occupation, 2 large. and heavy box
of documents was dieposited on-the doorstep of & law
professor, with this dotey “Comradé—Please Retirn to
Eranklin Ford.”

“What.else: has been setzed,; copied, or carried off,
we may never know;” said Miss Tohnson ina statement
issued on April. 13.







the Strike

g Overseers came

on Monday, Apri:" i+, for thédir regularly -scheduled
meeting,.  They © L;m\foul ? supported  President
Pusey’s decision : 's,;d the _po__hcn,_. They plu.lged a
constructive re-exaruation of the mode of Marvard’s
governance, and ihe roles of ity constitvent bodies-—
students and faculiies, among others, They also cre-
ated two commitives: ong to investigate in deétail the
events of the past week, and to make a prompt report;

the other to undertake a deeper long-range’ study ol

“those factors in the University and in soeiety which
made possible the recent evenfs, and to recommend
such action ag may be appropriate.”

That afternoon, almost 10,000 peeplé trooped to the
how! end of the Stadium for a mass meeting to decide
the future of the strike. The sun ‘was warm, Harvard
Student Agencies’ entrepreneurs’ were hawking Cokes,
and WHRB’s table and microphones had been sef up
in the: end zobe, exactly where Vie Gatio had caught
the ball five mionths before.  Astutely chaired by Lance
Buhl, 2 29-year-olkl History instructor, the huge meet-
ing was loud but almost always rational. The erowd

roared its approval when Alexander Korns, a teaching

fellow in Economics, moved that “This body repudiates
the tight of the Harvard Corporation to closé our Uni-
versity,” It endorsed eight demands similar to those
of $BS, put forward by the Committee for Radical
Structural Reform, a teaching fellows’ group.. (SDS
had voted not to participate in the meeting.} In the
end, the group voted 2,860 to 2,848 not to extend the
strike indefinitely until the demands were tet.  Tnstead,
it was coitinded three more days, A recourit of the
vole niade it 2,971 t0. 2,955, The tellers were careful.

‘That night the SDS stationed the Albatross in front
of Sever, turned up the gain, and put on a sound and
light show, foltowed by a petformance of guerilia
theater.

Thenext day, April 15, Mr. Pusey issued 2 statement
in which he said thére could be no hasty decision-

making en substantive issues under duress. The two
immediate issues, said Mr, Pusey, were the restoration
of educational work and the matter of diseipline for
those- invelved in the occupation of Univeérsity Hall and
the 7ifling of the files. That morning, SDS inembers

attemipted to stop Professor Samuel Huntington’s lee-.

ture on Venezoelan militory coups. and have him dis-
cuss the strike issues.  Professor Huntington left to call
the police. Black students marched on Dean Ford’s
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office to press their demands for student roles in setting
up curricula Tor black studies and hiring tenured faculty.
Meefing in the afternoon, the faculty adopted, virtually-
without discussion, nine major points put forward in
the Wilson Comumittée report on the University and the
city (Harvarp, February 3. page 17). It also decided
that its disciplme-siudy committee should be made up
of ten faculty members and five students, Toward the
end, there was an dcrimonious éxchange between Dean
Ford and Professor Morton White, Acting Chdirman of
the. Philosophy Departmieni, over the Dean’s remark
that the third floor of Emerson Hall — designated as
strike headquarters. and giving office space to the Old
Mole—-had in effect been occupied. At a press con-
ference after the meeting; Deéan Ford was asked if he

‘was optimistic about the outcome of the erisis. Tt

wiasn'{ easy fo be, he said, *but it's hard to belicve that
something put together over a third of a millennium
by Harvard men can be destroyed in a few days in
Apreil.”

The following morning, April 16, Dean Ford awoke
with loss of feeling on his lett side. He was. hospital-
ized with what' was described as a mild stroke, Pro-
fessor Bdward Mason was namied Acting Dean. Pro-
fessor Harry Levin’s class was distupted that day;
William Alfred was war ned that he might be carried
bodily out of his. There was a bomb threat at the
Faculty Club at noon. At 2:30 black students unsic-
cessfully hammered at the door of Massachusetts Hall
and then held & march, chanting “Hey black, hey white,
you kinow- we gotta strike.” In the evening, WGBH-TV
held a pane! discussion among two students, two fac~

ulty members; and Hogh Calkins 49, youngest member

of the Cerporation.

The Faculty voted on April 17 to reduce ROTC to
extra-curricular status with. no special privileges, such
as rent-frec housing, Discussion of black students” de-

mands was begun and held over until the following
Tuesday.

SDS imported the San Francisco Mime
Troupe, which staged a rout march through University
Hall. WGBH-TV presented anether talk show on the
crisis, spiced by the uncxpected. appearance of King
Collins, who said he represented “Enraged Harvard
Stadents™ and began a st of six obscene démands.
On the mocping.of Friday, Apiil 18, black students
held “office hours” in University Hall. They sat in the
Faculty Room and talked to more than a hundred













I spent- Wednesday,
April 9, hating SDS;
Thursday_ L hated
President Pusey; Fri-
day, I hated both, and
preened myself for be-
ing. .one of the few
who had not abandoned his bawling
equilibrium on the nearest doorstep.
One can admire the unimaginative
blindness of Pusey and the. police or
the militant puerility of SDS, 1 sup-
pose, but both vividly glow with an
‘out-of-place ineptitude and irration-
ality, May the minions of the revo-
lution ignore me, when I say thar the
only group worth unqualified praise
for its conduct this week is the staff
of WHRB, whose broadcast cover-
age of “Confrontation at Harvard —
Spring, 1269 was, i the words of
one senior, “better than anything
Huntley and Brinkley ever ¢ame up
with,”

In the wee hours after SDS's mid-
night march to President Pusey's
house, a few néwsmen from the un-
dergraduate radio. station met in the
room of Ken Jost "6 to consider
the evening’s threats to occupy Uni-
versity Mall, and to plan coverage of
the noen mlly in front of Memorial
Church, Punchi-drunk with tiredness,
and unable 1o believe that a build-
ing take-over could ocour here, they
disbanded without having made any
definite plaps. ‘Wednesday morning,
twio bits of luck. First, Bob Luskin
*72 visited the mecting of the SDS
exgcutive committee, was stonily ig-
nered in his requests for informa-
tion about SDS plans, but, leaving,
ovetheard one student mutter, *I
wonder whether they’ll bust uns.”
Luskin picked. up the hint. Second,
WHRB Station Manager Paul Per-
kovic '71 ran into technigal difficul-
ties. while trying fo set up cables
from-Mem Church to the Mem Hal}
studios of WHRB, and was forced
insiead to run the lines from beside

University Hall. Permission from
Buildings and Grounds was obtained
(the lines ran through the steam
tuninéls}, noow arrived; and Univer-
sity Hall was occupied.

An hour and z half later, Bob.

Luskin and seven. reporters were
broadeasting live from the office of
Freshman Dean von Stade, Out-
side, Karen Hedlund R, *7Q and
Larry Eichel 70 covered the ac-
tions of a milling throng of studenfs.
(Later, they escaped the evening’s
chill in a suite donated by a gra-
cious treshman,) Meanwhile, News
Direcior Pat Berry 71 coordinated
the efforts -of some forty WHREB
staffers, including anchor man Ken
Jost and engincers Mirty Thrope
68, Barry Schneider '69 and David
Greene *71.

The first problem was one of
legitimacy; WHRB, in order to-ob-
tain complete coverage of the con-
frontation, had to nestle in the good
grtaces of both administration and
radicals, a task which was surpris-
ingly casy.
and none wanted to wait for the
Crimson typesetters. For the oc-
cupiers, WHRB was the only direct
fink to the outside world, the only
source of information about support

from gutsile. or about the actions

of the deans; and the best way to
plead their case to the public.
WHRB Ioudspcakcrs for example,
were set up-in the Yard to keep the
crowd informed. Wednesday eéve-
ning, the démonstrators, fearing bi-

ased coverage by the major media.

{such as thL Herald Traveler's no-
torious headling: “Student Rebels
Maul Harvard Deang™), ejected all
newsmen  except  Ciimson  and
WHRB reporters, Luskin rewarded
himself by moving from vou Stade’s

office. to the plusher domain of
Dedn Ford, while dejected newsmen.

from the (“Eobe and WHDH passed
the chilly night in station wagons,

Everyone wanted news,

Fled is that music: do I wake or sleep?

monitoring the Harvard broadcast.

The deans, too, were extraordi-
narily cooperative, although there
were: a few difficulties. Both Presi-
dent Pusey and Dean Ford called to
congratulate the WHRE staff on
their remarkably thorough and in-
teresting coverage. Friday night, af-
ter the faculty meeting, an exhausted
Dean Ford joinéd two professors
and two SDS members at a collo-
quium in the WHRE studigs — the
only time all weck that the admin-
istration and SDS sat down together
to talk,

The main difficulty — an undet-
standable one— concerned the na-
ture of the administration’s response
to the sit-in, About midnight, five
hours before the bust, 2 WHRS re-
porter coinered Dedan Ford and
asked i classes would meet oo
Thursday: “If the Yard is locked,
no™; “Will the Yard be locked?”;
“Well, T don’t think there will be
classes tomorrow morning”” This
exchange led the reporter to believe
there would be no bust” A WHRB
staff meeting. that night almost de-
cided to stop broadcasting at 2 a.m.,
the usual time. A skeleton crew
played music while Jost and the rest
of the staff slept. At four, covei-
age of the occupation resumed, but’
nobody knew if or when the bust
would come, At 4:45 am.. ten
minutes before the. police entered
the Yard, senior Dick Neustadt
spotted Dean Ford walking into the
Yard by Lamont Library and asked
it there would be a bust in the
immediate future. Neustadt un-
derstood Tord’s answer as “No,”
and raced with his scoop: to the
WHRB- studios, He -wis only two
minutes away from going on the air
when another reporter brought the
news that the cops were moving in.

As the police’ came, Luskin . and
his crew discovered tha_t. their direct
line to Mem Hall was not working.
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