Puzzle "Lighten Up"
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The omitted letters (in parentheses in the list below) spell
DIVEST HARVARD
Down
WON(D)ER 1. WAFER
TATA 2. FORMAL
NEAREST 3. (H)ORSE
ALEC 4. PODIA
OFFSET 5. RANEE
C(DNGLE 6. RISE
CLE(V)ER 7. V(A)SE
CADRE 8. VE(R)ST
SCORPION 9. COSSET
. CAMPUS 10. A(V)ERT
. FOSSIL FUELS 11. CANISTER
. ODESSA 12. STAND
. TR(E)AT 13. CLAM
. PRIVET 14. REGAL
. MONKEE(S) 15. GRAFT
. MASTER 16. ORNATE
. REAP 17. LEMUR
. DARE 18. NEA
. ARENA 19. MACE
. S(T) ILL 20. SPEAK
. AVES 21. ASI(A)N
. GAMINE 22. OCCULT
23. (R)EPINE
24. FLOSS
25. PE(D)DLE

Kevin Wald solved the puzzle in 25 minutes.



